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THE CENTENNIAL.

The Great Ammiversary Exhibition
in Philadelphia.

Views of the Exhibition Build-

" ingsand Full Descriptions
of the Various De-
i partments.

Arrangements for the Centeiinial,

The aet of congress which provides for
“celebrating the one hundredth anniver-
eary of American independence, by hold-
ing an. international exhibition of arts,
manufaclures,and products of the roil
%d mine,'"t "authorized the creation of

¢ United States centennial coinm isaion,
and ®intrusted to it the management of
the exhibition. This body is composed of
two commissidhers from each state and

- territory, nominated by tlic respective
governors, and commissioned by - the
president of the United States.  THS en-
terprise, therelore, is distinetly a nation-
al one, and not, as hns sometimes been
stated, the work of a privatz corpora-
tion, "

T'e_exhibition waa opened on May,
INth, 1876, and remain open until No-
vember 10th. There will be a fixed

A number of trade and industrial as-

of space, are providad for in special build
ings.  Among ‘these are the’ photo-
graphers, the carriage builders, the glass
makers, the cracker bakers, the boot and
shoe manufacturers, besides quite a num-
ber of individual exhibiters. The great
demand for space renders this covrse ne-
eecssary to a considerable extent, espec-
inlly fot exhibitors who Yave been tardy
in making. theic ap{:l ications. In the
main. cxhﬁnition building, for example,
three hundred and thirty-three thou-
sand threg hundreid squire feet ot space
had been” applied -[}nr by the beginning of
October by Amecrican exhibitors only;
whereas, the aggregate space which'it
has beew possible to reserve for the
United States department is only one
hundred and sixty thonsand square feet.
About one-third is consumed by passage

WayH. - ; :
i ‘%]m machinery building, like the
ohers, is already fully covered by appli-
cations. There are about one thousand
Anerican exhibitors in this department,
one hundred and [ifty IEnglish, and one
hundred and fifty from other European
countries—which is about two hund_red
and* fifty more thinn entered the Vien-
namachinery exhibition. Extra provision
has been made for annexes to accommo-
date :ﬁ hydraulic machinery, the steam

ers, plumbers, carpenters, ete.

Power in the machinery hall is chiefly
suppliéd by a pair of monster Corliss en-
gines. Each cylinder is forty inches in
dinmeter, with a stroke of ten feet ; the

sociations, which yequire large nmounts|.

Fur. the propagation of young plants
each of them one hundredifeet Ey ;
feet, and covered by curved roofs of iron
and glass, which, appearing upon the ex-

hammers, forges, hoisting eng’ 1es, boil-| €

Preshyterian Synod; Caledoninn Club
Portland Meechnnie Blues; Welsh Na-
tionnl Eistedlodd ; Patriotic Order Sons
of America; Californian Zouaves of San
Franeiseo; an
the Life Insurance Companies ; Natiopal
Board of Usderwriters; State Agricul-
tural Hociety ; Second Infantry, N, Ci.
of Calitornin; I'hiladelphia Uuu!‘erencc:
Methodist Episcopal Chureh ; Cincinnati
Society ; California
Ameriean Dental Convention; Catholic
Total Abstinence Union of Ameriea;
[ndependent Order of Bnai B'rith;
Y imni  Association ; Saled-

e relative positions to ench
other as tli longitudinal avenues, These
bfiilding, and are four hundred
and sixteén feet in length.
sections of; these various avenues make
at the centyriof the building nine spsces
upports, which are from one
hundred t¢lone hundred and twealy feet
square, aing, which aggregato four hun-
dred and eixteen feet square. The
eral elevation of the roofs of all t
avenues vyuries from forly-five fect to

International

ng rests upon the ground
ing heen thoron
‘to

Pegimeiit ;. Beventh - New York Regi-
|eng; sAmeérican

superatricture

bein E.COmMEESTE

nort

‘ect wide, fortonvenienceof access. Car-
riage roads, n railway, aind foot walks,

pass overthem, The horticultural build-
ing is degigned in the Moresque style of
architecture of tle twelftlr contury, the
ohief materinls externally being iron and

glass, supported by fine marble and brick
work.-".;.’.F e huilding is thrée hundred
and eighty:thfce {8t long, one Tundred
and ninety-three feel wide, and seyenty-

two feet high to the top of the lantern.

The main floor is occupiedihy the cen-

tral conservatogy, two hundred and thir-
ty fest by cighty feet, and fifiy; five feet

high, surmounted by a lantern.one,hun-
drad and seventy feet long; twenty feet

wide, and fourteen fect high. Running
entirel§ around this conservatory, at a
height of tyenty feet “rom the floor, is a
gallery five fect wide. .
On the north-and south sides of this
rincipal room are.four forcing houses

thirty

terior of the building, present n very fine

ferture. LA véstibule thirty feet square
Bafaratés the two foreing houses on each

e, and there nre similar vestibulés at

~J'the center of the cast and west cnds, on
feither side of which are apartments for
reception rooms, oflices, ete. ° Orna-
meniai stairways lead from these veiti-
bules'to the internal galleries of the con-

the_'??uth from memorial hall and on the
1 from agricultural building. These
ravines are® spanned. by ornamental:
bridges five hundred*pe long. and sixty$

Luiler houses, and such other buildings

| fur #pecial kinds of machinery as may be

r.quired. 4
'i’he plan of the machivery building
=Hows Lwo main avenues ninety feet
auide, with a central gisle hetween and
an aisle on either side, these being sixly
feet in width.  These avenues and aislds
together have three: hundred and sixty

"Tect widtljand each of them is one thoy-

gand three hundred and sixty feet long,
At the center.of the building there in 1
JLraneept ninety feet in width, which ag
the'south eid i prolonged beyond {he
building.  This extended transept. be-
ginning at thirty feet from the building
and extending to twe hundred and eight
feet, is flanked on cither side by aisles
wixly feet wide, and forms an annex for
hydraulic machines. The promenades

-are:  In the avenue fifteen icet wide, in

the aisles ten feet, and in the transept
twenty-five feet. The walks extending
across the building aro all ten feet wide, @
and lead at either end to exit doory,
The foundations of this building are piers
of masonry, tha superstructure consist-
ing of solid timber columns supporting
roof trusses, coustructed of straight
wooden principal leams and wrought
iron ties and struts, The columns nre
placed in lengitudinal lines, and in
these rows stand sixteen !%'ot. apart.
The columns are forty fegt high, and
suppert respectively the” ninety-feet
rool-spani over the avenues at a leight
of forly feet, and the sixty feet 'roof-
spans over tlie aisles at o lheight of
twenty feet. The outer walls are built

. 4 -;Q




